(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



(19) World InteUectual Property 
Organization 
International Bureau 




lilllliliHIiilllHIIIllllilllliililii 



(43) International Publication Date (10) International Publication Number 

7 October 2004 (07.10.2004) PCT WO 2004/086253 A2 



(51) International Patent Classification'': 



G06F 17/30 



(21) International Application Number: 

PCT/GB2004/001243 

(22) International Filing Date: 23 March 2004 (23.03.2004) 

(25) Filing Language: English 

(26) Publication Language: English 



(30) Priority Data: 
0306740.2 
0306741.0 



24 March 2003 (24.03.2003) GB 
24 March 2003 (24.03.2003) GB 



(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US)i BRITISH 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS PUBLIC LIMITED 
COMPANY [GB/GB]; 81 Newgate Street, London. 
Greater London ECl A 7AJ (GB). 

(72) Inventors; and 

(75) Inventors/Applicants (for US only): BRISCOE, Robert, 
John [GB/GB]; Home Farm, Parham, Woodbridge, Suf- 
folk IP13 9NW (GB). SOPPERA, Andrea [IT/GB]; 21 Al- 
mondhayes, Ipswich, Suffolk IP2 9SH (GB). 



(74) Agent: WALLIN, Nicholas, James; BT GROUP LEGAL 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT, PP: C5 A, 
BT Centre, 81 Newgate Street, London, Greater London 
ECIA 7AJ (GB). 

(81) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every 
kind of national protection available): AE, AG, AL, AM, 
AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BW, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN, 
CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE, EG. ES, H, 
GB. GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID. IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, 
KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD. 
MG. MK, MN, MW, MX, MZ, NA, NI, NO, NZ, OM, PG, 
PH. PL, PT. RO, RU, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SY, TJ. TM. 
TN. TR, TT, TZ. UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN. YU, ZA, ZM, 
ZW. 

(84) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every 
kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH. 

GM, KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM, ZW), 
Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), Euro- 
pean (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, FR, 
GB, GR, HU, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PL. PT, RO, SE, SI, SK. 

[Continued on next page] 



(54) TlUe: MESSAGE ANNOUNCEMENTS 



10. 



ANNOUNCING 
APPUCATION 

z 



^12 



ANNOUNCER 



14 



16- 



LISTENING 
APPUCATION 



I 



LISTENER 



< 

IT) 
00 




Identifier 
Fetumed 



Allocator 







1 



\22 



O (57) Abstract: An announcement thread addressing format which comprises a first sub-part concatenated with a second sub-part 
^ is described. The first sub-part is preferably the address of the party which generates the addressing identifier, whereas the second 
Q sub-part may be random data- An announcer apparatus may then use these address formats by including only those parts of an 
^ announcement thread address which render the address unique within the particular index message in which it is to be included, but 
not necessarily globally unique. 
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